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Hello readers!
We are so excited to present to you our first ever
issue of Unconventional! For the past few months,
Melody, Kate, Lydia, Jess, Tom, Stella and I (Katya)
have been hard at work as we brainstormed, created,
and edited each other’s work. Finally, we are ready to
show you the final product! We hope you have as
much fun and joy reading this as we did in making it.
Our goal is to inspire, encourage and promote your
walk with YHWH. We know how lonely this path can
be, so we hope to provide an avenue for you to
connect with other Torah Observant families across
the USA—and even in your own state. We pray that
YHWH uses this magazines to bless you and keep you
close to him.
Thanks for reading!

Disclaimer
The views held by the writers and/
or artists do not necessarily reflect
those of the Unconventional team.
Because of varied opinions on the
name of God and it’s proper use,
we will use the name “YHWH” in
the general writings, and have each
writer use the name or term he/
she is convicted of in their writings.

Unconventional magazine is
wholly a production of our own
making. We ask that you do not
reproduce any part of this
magazine at this time. To contact
us about submissions or to give
us your ideas, simply write to:
unconventionalmag@gmail.com
Made in the USA
February 2019
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What’s Different About Torah Observant
Christians?

The Story of Unconventional Magazine
It all started on Homeschooling Torah’s* online forum. (Great idea Mrs. Elliot!) All of us
teens met because of our parents’ respective decisions to homeschool their kids with a
Torah based curriculum. (Great idea Mom and Dad!) Over time each of us girls began
friendships and time passed.
Then, in the winter of 2018, we girls began to talk about the idea of a magazine. One
that would inspire and connect other Torah Observant families , just like we had been
inspired and connected through the forum. The idea quickly took wings and flew. Each
of us had something to contribute—testimonies, photographs, a prize for the contest—
and we were excited to be able to use our talents for the good of others. We dreamed of a
nationwide effort to publish a family oriented magazine—and pretty soon it became
more than just a dream. It was all coming together, and in this way, we found ourselves in
February, 2019.
Our prayer is that YHWH will use this magazine to encourage your family in your Torah
Observant walk, and provide an avenue for connection to other like minded families. We
have experienced the ups and downs that come with such an unconventional way of life,
which is often rather lonely and undefined. (What does a Biblical sabbath look like? Can
we still eat at restaurants that aren’t kosher?) And we know how hard it is to break free
from long held traditions and friendships. Being Torah Observant isn’t easy, but it isn’t
free from blessings either. Take courage, there are families just like yours all across the
USA! We are alternatively struggling and prospering just as you are. But we don’t have to
walk alone.
We have worked hard and long for the past three months to bring you issue number one,
and we are eager not only to do it again, but to have your family join us as well. And we
are excited to see what other families YHWH is directing to this ministry. We know
YHWH has great plans a foot. May he grant us the joy of your friendship too!
Blessings from your not-so-distant neighbors in Messiah,

Katya Melody Kate Jess Lydia
The Unconventional Team

*homeschoolingtorah.com

In this issue, we’ll take a look at 1 Peter 1:13-17, and some of the
ways that Torah Observant Christian families are indeed strangers
on earth. Join us in reflecting on the ways that we stand out and
shine in the world.
In what ways is your family different than that of an unbelieving
family? (Romans 8:5-17)
____________________________________________
Can you see how being different is an important part of the
Christian walk? (Matthew 5:13-16)
____________________________________________
Why is it a good thing to stand out? (1 Peter 2:9)
____________________________________________
Read these verses together:
1 John 3:1-3,11-15 / 4:4-6 / 5:1-5
1 Peter 1:13-21 / 2:4-12 / 4:1-6, 12-19
Romans 12:1-2
Ephesians 2:10, 19-22
Philippians 2:15
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Do you want to contribute to
Unconventional? Email us your
artwork or testimony and we’ll see if
your work fits our next issue!

Katya

May my prayer
be set before
you like incense;
may the lifting
up of my hands
be like the
evening
sacrifice.
Psalm 141:2 NIV

Katya

Religion that God our father accepts as pure and faultless is
this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to
keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
James 1:27 NIV

10 Ways Torah Observant Families Are Foreigners
By Katya

(wherever they live)

1. Loving unconditionally...our family, friends, neighbors...even our enemies. Animals don’t miss out either!
2. Speaking positively...our lack of swears, condemning words, and negativity has a huge impact on our
listeners.
3. Spending time, money, and energy for Yehovah...not ourselves. We live for the furtherance of his kingdom.
Thus, we often say no to unwholesome or time wasting activities.
4. Taking care of his Temples (our bodies)...not perverting them. If we’re the only ones in the room not eating
another slice of cake, or devouring a pork chop, then we stand out. Since we represent Yehovah, we strive to
be godly ambassadors.
5. Dressing and acting modestly...not fleshly. Instead of drawing attention to ourselves, we point to Christ.
6. Trusting, not fussing...when things get rough. We pray instead of acting on our own strength.
7. Saying ‘no’ to sin...when pressured, questioned, or prompted. When we don’t give in, we are shining bright.
8. Ethical shopping...we are conscious; we don’t just buy anything we want.
9. Living with morals...we hold to our values, even if we stick out. We believe in the preciousness of life, the
sanctity of marriage, the importance and impact of strong families...
10. Priorities...they are everything. Christians have theirs based on the Bible. We don’t live for ourselves; we die
to ourselves so that he may live in us.
We don’t conform to culture. We are the light that shines into it, showing the world a way out of the darkness.

Thanks for
having patience
with me.

Priorities
1. Yehovah
2. Fellow image-bearers
3. Me
4.

No
problem. I get
cranky a lot too.
Haha!

Member

Or

Individual

A member is a part of a body. Members act

An individual operates alone. They act mainly for

according to everyoneʼs needs and use their

the good of themselves, unless they encounter

gifts to the good of the body as a whole. A

another who they will beneﬁt from. They have

member does not act only for his/her own

needs and gifts that they satisfy and use

good, but for the good of everyone. An
example would be of a daughter or
son functioning as a family
member. Instead of functioning
as a individual with exclusive
needs and gifts, they alter
their needs and gifts for the
good of the rest of the family.
The Proverbs 31 woman is a great
example of a godly member.

Which
does the
Bible teach
us to be?

according to their desires. Other
individuals may come and go, but the
important thing is that they are
beneﬁting from everyone in their
life. An example would be of a
son or daughter that, though
part of a family, acts according
to their own needs and only for
the good of others if it will beneﬁt
them.

Prov. 11:25 / 17:6,17 / 31:10-31

Prov. 15:20 / 20:20

James 3:17

1 John 2:9-11, 15-16 / 3:10

Philippians 2:3

John 12:25

1 Cor. 10:17 / 12:12-27

Eph. 2:3

Eph. 2:19-22 / 4:15-16

James 3:14-16

Rom. 12:6-8

Gal. 6:8

By
Katya
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What was the name of the
first man to live in a tent?

DIY Ways To Meditate On
The Word
Play!

By Katya

f o r f am i l ie s !

• Act out Bible stories, using the Bible as your script. Actors can include pets, paper dolls, stuﬀed animals, your rock
collection...
• Read OT stories (such as Esther or King David) instead of a novel or bedtime story.
• Listen to scripture memorization songs and memorize as you water the house plants or build a block tower.
• For a game, flip open your Bible to random places, and read whatever your eye finds first. Keep flipping randomly around
and see if the mixed up verses make a funny sentence.
• Challenge each other by seeing who can recite a verse the most times without messing up.
• Try reading Psalm 119 (all of it!) up side down.
• Try communicating only through Scripture for as long as you can. Speak Scripture word for word only.
• Use the Bible as the subject in your photography.
• Have a party celebrating Scripture! Invite guests to celebrate with a Bible shaped cake and verse-ified balloons. You can
make goodie bags filled Bible studying tools, take photos with everyone holding their Bibles, sing along to hymns, stay up all
night reading, watch Bible teachings, take Bible quizzes or print out themed coloring pages, share favorite verses, make book
marks or fridge magnets...

Speak
• Recite memory verses before you say your prayers.
• If you need help thinking of what to pray, pray the Psalms or the other prayers in the Bible.
• Read the Bible aloud (or find a Bible reading app on your device) during long car rides, chore or cooking time, or any other long
activity.

Write
Copy books of the Bible by hand.
Send your favorite verses in cards and letters, or leave them around the house for family members to find.
Write a verse on your birthday cake.
Use fabric markers to write scriptures on your pillow case, tea towels, lamp shade, reusable shopping bags, socks—anything you
like!
• Write encouraging verses on index cards, and hang them by your bed. This way you can wake up and read the Word without
moving an inch! You will also have something to read while sick in bed.
• Use dry erase markers to write verses on mirrors and windows. (Or quiz your family’s knowledge with questions such as, “How
many sons did Abraham have? Hint: it’s not two.”)
•
•
•
•

Do
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Memorize all the verses that are numbered with your favorite numbers.
Practice your math skills with problems based on the Word.
Make wall art with the Word. (Be sure put your work where you’ll see it often.)
Set your alarm to a scripture song.
Paint verses on the wall above your stove, sink, bed, or table, or on the door frames and gate posts. If you have stairs in your
home, you could paint a verse out on each step, starting from the bottom and working up to the top. Consider verse-ifying your
barn, shed or garage too!
Write out verses in the sand at the beach.
Make a clock with a new verse reference each hour.
Make a welcome mat that reads Psalm 80:14 or Romans 16:20.
Take the Bible with to waiting rooms, instead of electronics.
Etch references into soap bars, the old tree in your front yard, the foundation of your home, your rolling pin...or anything else you
will see often.
Paint Yeshua’s genealogy on your bathroom door. Then you’ll have something to read while you brush your teeth!
Recite memory verses as you mow the lawn, vacuum the rug, or lay on top the car roof gazing at the stars...oh wait. Does anyone
else do that?

A Biblical Plate: An Unconventional Way To Eat
One of the many ways Torah Observant Families stand out is by their eating habits...or lack thereof. For Tom and his daughter Katya, eating
Biblical is a part of everyday life. But it’s not always easy.
What’s diﬀerent about the way your family eats?
(Tom) We try to avoid any foods that are biblically unclean—according to Leviticus 11. We also try to eat healthy foods—such as organic and locally
grown foods.
(Katya) Not only does the Bible teach us which meats to eat (or not), the laws help us to understand Yehovah’s plan for everything we eat—whether
meat, dessert, or sides. Thus, we choose not to eat a lot of the packaged foods found in grocery stores, because they may violate the Biblical laws.
How do you eat Biblically?
(T) From what we have learned, the main diﬀerence is in avoiding pork and shellfish products (at least in our American culture), but there are many
other foods with “undisclosed” ingredients, like “natural flavorings”, that have unclean animal products in them. We even discovered that many
clean foods are cooked in unclean products. For example, many peanuts are roasted in pork oil.
(K) This may seem simple at first, but it gets quite tricky when it comes to additives, preservatives, and the production processes of many prepared
foods. The safest course of action is making and growing as much of our food as possible—although that isn’t easy when your health is poor.
Thankfully, there are online options for where the local grocery store comes up short.
By and far, if you can find the Kosher label on packaged foods, you know that you’re safe to eat it. This also goes for Vegan foods; that means there
won’t be any animal ingredients of unclean origin (such as red dye). We are not a Kosher or Vegan family, but we do benefit from their products.
What convicted you to start changing the foods you eat?
(T) I first considered eating diﬀerently about 14 years ago, when I started attending a Messianic Congregation. At that time I stopped eating pork
and shellfish based on what I read in Leviticus 11. YHVH was calling our family towards living a Torah observant lifestyle, but it would be several
years before we finally were able to start keeping the Sabbath together, and find a congregation that was also learning to keep Torah. During this
time, we discovered that my wife and daughters had Lyme’s Disease, so my wife was already realizing how important eating was for health reasons.
Now, as a family, we saw how YHVH’s commandments on eating were a matter of obedience and faith. It is an ongoing process—a journey. But I
have learned to trust him in this area, and as a family we have to keep growing in faith, and rely on his grace while we learn.
(K) I started changing my diet once I learned about Leviticus 11. It has been a long journey however, and I definitely had to do a lot of growing to
get where I am now. Even so, I still make mistakes and sometimes find out—too late—that I’ve eaten something unclean.
I definitely had an advantage growing up in a Biblically based home, and I know it would be much harder for me to observe these laws if my family
weren’t following them as well.

How has this change impacted your family and friends?
(T) This can be a challenge. Fortunately, our extended family and friends have respected our decision, even if they do not agree with it. We
sometimes bring snacks with, in case we can’t eat what they are serving. We try to be as respectful and kind towards them as possible.
(K) My extended family and friends are wonderful people. Not only are they aware of my dietary restrictions, they always make sure I have
something to eat instead, if the main course isn’t an option for me. This has been so helpful, especially when I was still trying to figure things out
myself. It was another way they showed their genuine love for me.
Have you seen any positive direct results of this change?
(T) It has helped us to become more aware of what we eat, which in turn has caused us to consider other areas in our life that aﬀect our bodies.
Since our body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, we want to be careful of not only what we eat, but also what we watch, what we hear, etc. Keeping
ourselves holy is more than just eating clean foods.
(K) It also helps us to use what foods we have wiser. Kosher meat especially can be very expensive!
How can you attend events? Do you bring your own food?
(T) The most important thing is to find out as much as you can before attending—so we are prepared. We may need to eat before we leave for an
event, or bring snacks for later. Sometimes it means just going hungry until we get home, and that is not necessarily a bad thing. YHVH will always
extend his grace, we need to do everything we can to obey him and be aware.
(K) Bringing our own food is always the ideal course of action. While certain foods (such as marshmallows or croutons) are easy to steer clear of,
others aren’t so easy—like the main course. I would like to get to the point of eating 100% Biblical, but it’s not always clear cut. (No pun intended!)
Do you know anyone else with the same convictions in your area?
(T) Many of our brothers and sisters in our congregation, and some I have known for years in other congregations as well. My sense is that we are
all growing and at diﬀerent points in our journey in this area.
(K) It can get a little lonesome. But we are always encouraged to meet with other Believers at our congregation who have the same precautions.
What would you say to someone considering implementing a Biblical diet?
(T) Don’t try to do it all at once—you can get discouraged and sometimes end up going backwards! Take one step at a time. Try cutting out one
food at a time as the Spirit leads you. I believe YHVH expects us to follow his call in every area of our life, and that he will give us the power to
walk it out. He will also extend his grace when we fall short. Don’t compare yourself with others, and realize it’s a lifelong process. It has brought
many blessings to our family and it will to you as well. Obedience to any commandment always brings blessings and strengthens our faith.
(K) Remember that the goal is to honor Yehovah. The fulfillment of the whole Law is love; thus the goal is to love Yehovah and our neighbors. If we
can keep this as our focus, we will avoid “straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel”! (Matt. 23:24)

Do you have any tips or resources to share?
(T) I wish it were simple, but because of what we have done to our food—from various food companies and what happens on farms today—it can
be confusing. I would suggest reading books on this subject from more than one source, and pray for wisdom and insight. The fact that you are
reading this means you are already growing in obedience and are walking in his ways. May YHVH bless you in your journey of living a Holy life in
him.
(K) I would suggest making a list of everything you buy. Then you can research which of your brands (or pick one if your not brand loyal) are
Biblically clean. It might help to find some of your food online, because many grocery stores sell little to no clean meats. It’s definitely a long
process, and some foods you will have to give up entirely. But after a while you’ll become a pro at reading labels and finding new products to buy
in place of your old ones. You can also check out this website to see if some your favorite brands are kosher or not—or search the web for more
resources—:http://www.ok.org/companies/featured-brands/
We buy our most of our meat from KOL foods (kolfoods.com). While it’s more expensive than store bought meat, it’s much healthier and you can
rest assured that’s it’s all clean, organic meat.

Perfect In Love: A Testimony

By Katya

“And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. In this way, love is
made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. There is no fear in
love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.” 1 John 4:16-18

I’ll be honest with you. Anxiety has been a huge struggle for me, and for a long time too. Because of the intensity of it, I
once believed it had power over me, instead of rightly recognizing and proclaiming the power of Yehovah over it. But this
past year, Yehovah has done a great work in me. I still struggle, but I have come a long way by the grace of his patience.
I have struggled with anxiety since a very young age. Separation anxiety, panic attacks, and a fearful disposition made me believe that anxiety was my uncontrollable
disorder, that I was powerless against. Yet I had no idea why it was such a problem for me. I was never in danger. I had a godly, peaceful home.
All my needs were provided for. Yet I was normally anxious, and peace was the exception. Why? I asked myself again and again. What’s wrong
with me?
It wasn’t until my diagnosis at age sixteen that I finally had an answer. I had chronic Lyme Disease. Apparently I had been sick since birth, and
we never knew!
As I learned about my illness, and how it had been affecting me, I felt great relief. It wasn’t ‘just me’! I now had the reason for the seemingly
uncontrollable and erratic feelings of anxiety and panic (among other things).
...Or so I thought. The truth is, Lyme was only part of the answer. The rest I found in 1 John 4:-16-18. And this is what Yehovah has been
teaching me; what I’ve spent the last year struggling to believe.
While I struggled in my sin, I gave it power. I referred to it as ‘my anxiety’, and believed that I was its helpless victim. The truth is, anxiety is
just a symptom (albeit a really scary one!). The cure is love (1 Corinthians 13:4-7). Yehovah is love, and he has no fear whatsoever. And
when I fix my eyes on him, I don’t worry anymore, because I remember that his power is at work within me, and will take care of everything.
When my eyes return to wandering however...suddenly everything looks so grim. (And so helpless!)
But now I know the full truth: there is a reason and a cause for the anxiety I experience. But, though it is not wholly my fault (I didn’t pick to
have Lyme), it is wholly my responsibility. I was not called to fear, but to love! My job is to trust Yehovah, who keeps me from sudden
disasters (Prov. 3:25-26) and controls my future (Proverbs 19:21). My calling is to peace, not to fear. (Romans 8:6) And the Bible says to live
up to what I’ve already attained (Philippians 3:16). Having been baptized and given the gift of his Spirit, I have already been given all that I
need. Now my job is to continue to meditate in his word each day.
I want to share two verses that have helped me understand how to combat anxiety—both emotional and even the physical kind. Philippians
4:4-9 has been an eye opener for me. Do you know that it is the way to peace, broken down into steps? And when I practice these steps
(even though my body is still panicked) I know I am alright. I give the power to Yehovah, and he creates in me a true peace—which is not
always an absence of trouble (as I’ve often heard), but a place to bring my troubles to. Yehovah has showered his love on me, and I am
continually made perfect in his love. Hallelujah!
The other verse is James 3:18. It says that righteousness is a direct result of peace (which results from heavenly wisdom). I know this to be
true. When I have no peace, I become bitter and my light grows dim. I get really selfish and forget to look around. But when I have peace, I am bursting with all sorts of ideas
to do good. I am eager to obey and happy to help. What a difference peace makes! It is a wonderful thing to have peace, and even better to know that this peace is
attainable to every human being who follows Yehovah.

Lyme
Disease
was only
part of
the
answer.
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Your unused (but unweathered)) clothes
Your hair (you typically need around 10”)
Your unused toys (cleaned & in good shape)
Your time (volunteer at your local soup kitchen,
church event, your Grandma’s house, your
town’s roadside cleanup crew...)
Your blood (if your able)
Your food (grow some surplus to give away, or
make a trip to the food pantry before Feast of
Unleavened Bread)
Your household items (for the Church thrift
store)
Your vehicle
Your books
Your local nonprofit’s wishlist (food pantry,
animal shelter, Bible-giving charity)
Your knowledge (teach a class at your local
library)
Your skills (volunteer to help build a house with
Habitat For Humanity or find a gleaning
program in your state)
Your talents (give your handmade quilt for the
library raffle, or donate a painting to a
fundraiser)
Your heart—love your neighbors as yourself!
Find out what your community needs most, and
get involved.
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Calling All Artists!
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u Do you want to take part in our Passover drawing contest?

We’d love to see your drawing of a lamb for Passover 2019! If you’re
between eight and eighteen years of age, and have a knack for art, you
can be entered to win a prize from Crazy Cactus Lady Finds on Etsy! Just
be sure to email us a pdf of your artwork before

April 5th, 2019
Instructions:
Email a pdf version of your finished artwork to
unconventionalmag@gmail.com
and type “Passover Art Contest Entry” in your subject line.
Please include your first name, and a good email to reach you at so we
can email you back if you are one of our three winners. Winners will be
picked based on overall talent—not age—and their work will be
featured in the next issue, but only the best artist will win the prize!

5 Uses for Snow
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

S: a soft place to play
N: new scenery
O: odorless pets
W: water for the earth
Y: staying youthful

1

2

4
3
5

By Stella & Katya

What
do you
like to
do
with
snow?
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Isaiah 55:10-11 NIV

Katya

As the rain and the snow
come down from heaven,
and do not return to it
without watering the earth
and making it bud and flourish,
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the
eater,
so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

Biblical Celebrations

Local, Organic
Purchases

How Is Your Family
Unconventional?
What Has Yehovah Been Showing You?

Godly Music

Wise Time Management

Biblical Head Covering

Biblical Homeschool
Q: How many sons
did Abraham have?
_________

Creation Science
Homemade
Meals
Biblical Business
ProLife
Practices

Organic Farming

Biblical Modesty

Natural Pet Care

Debt Free Living

Plastic Free Toys

Blessed is the one
who does not walk in step with the wicked
or stand in the way that sinners take
or sit in the company of mockers,
but whose delight is in the law of the Lord,
and who meditates on his law day and night.
That person is like a tree planted by streams of
water,
which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither—
whatever they do prospers.
Not so the wicked!
They are like chaff
that the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the
judgment,
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
For the Lord watches over the way of the
righteous,
but the way of the wicked leads to destruction.
Psalm 1 NIV

Katya

The righteous care for the needs of their animals,
but the kindest acts of the wicked are cruel.
Proverbs 12:10 NIV

Katya

“Winter In
The Woods”
By Stella

The Joke Page

What did Sage say to Flip after he
poured the wine for communion?

“I’m so grape-full for you.”

“Praise Yehovah for allowing me more time with
my guinea pig, Phoebe. She has mammary cancer
and the vet told me to say goodbye...six months
ago! But she has been covered in prayer by my
family members and friends, and thus, she is still
active and healthy (more or less) even at the ripe
old age of six! This is incredible considering
guinea pigs are not expected to live past five
years old, much less with cancer. Thank you to
everyone who prayed with me!”
-Katya
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Prayer Map

Do you have a prayer request or praise report?
Send ‘em in to:
unconventionalmag@gmail.com

to have your words featured in the next issue!

~Prayer requests~
Newbridge, Oregon: Please pray for the town of Newbridge as they work through some difficulties.
Lakes Region, New Hampshire: Please pray for the many tourists and residents alike that flock on the lakes to fish, skate,
race cars, and stay in their bob houses. Ask Yehovah to keep folks safe and that no deaths would occur because of thin
ice.

Do You Want To Contribute?
We are looking for more content for the next issue! Are you an artist,
writer, or photographer? Would you like to share your testimony?
Would you like to promote your business by hosting a
giveaway? Do you have ideas to share for our next Idea
Email us at:
Page? We welcome contributors of all ages!
unconventionalmag@gmail.com

Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully
sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought
to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his
coming. As obedient children, do not conform to
the evil desires you had when you lived in
ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy,
so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be
holy, because I am holy.” Since you call on a
Father who judges each personʼs work
impartiality, live out your time as foreigners here
in reverent fear.
1 Peter 1:13-17 NIV
Katya

