Introduction to Foundations of Arithmetic
Here is what makes our curriculum different:
•

Arithmetic teaches children that YHWH is orderly and that His laws govern all of His
creation. Unlike some math curriculum that teach “fuzzy” math, which says there are no
absolutes and that it’s more important to encourage self esteem than correct answers, our
curriculum emphasizes right and wrong, proper procedures, and orderly, incremental learning.

•

Your children will learn to be precise, exact, neat, and disciplined in their work. In the
book of Proverbs, this is called “diligence,” a character quality upon which YHWH places great
importance.

•

Some math curriculum de-emphasize memorization and drill. However, we believe that
Scripture places a premium on memorization. Learning math facts is one way to improve
our children’s memory. Our goal is to help your children know their arithmetic facts
automatically.

•

Our goal is to continually review math concepts, rather than teach them in units.
Scripture teaches that we learn better when we constantly bring things to our remembrance.

•

In Scripture, YHWH chose “the work of skilled craftsman” to build His tabernacle and temple.
We include plenty of real-life “story problems” so that your children can apply their
arithmetic skills to life and learn to become “skilled craftsman” in service of their Creator.

Our Scope and Sequence:
You can find our arithmetic scope and sequence on our website here:
https://homeschoolingtorah.com/introduction-to-foundations-of-arithmetic/

Features of Arithmetic:
•

Together Math Drills — For 3 days each week, all your children will play math games
together, do math drills, and enjoy some fun competition. (Only one child? That’s okay! He or
she will enjoy doing the drills with Mom!)
For the other 2 days, we provide “story problems” from the Bible, such as the size and mass of
Noah’s ark, the dimensions of the tabernacle or temple, timelines and dates, the size of people
groups, money, weights and measurements, distances between locations, and more. We also
study biblical and historical characters who excelled at math, and we learn why YHWH chose to
use them for His purposes.
o Learn more
>> http://homeschoolingtorah.com/introduction-to-together-math-drills/

•

Daily Arithmetic Instruction and Review — We choose arithmetic “themes” each week so
that all your children can be learning similar concepts at once, but we provide daily worksheets,
tests, and individualized instruction for grades K-8 (as well as answer keys for Mom).

https://homeschoolingtorah.com/math

Important!
 Listen to Anne’s 6-minute Overview Audio:
>> http://homeschoolingtorah.com/overview-to-math-audio/

Younger children need to color – a lot! Coloring a picture with crayons teaches valuable hand-eye
coordination skills. Check these:
(1) Can your child (or will he) carefully and patiently stay in the lines?
(2) Does he have good enough eye-hand coordination to begin to learn to form his numbers
smaller and yet neatly?
(3) Does he have self-control?
(4) Is he patient?
Note that many of these are character qualities, all of which will be needed in arithmetic. If he is lacking
in an area, begin to work on it throughout the day, proactively teaching before these things become an
issue during daily math time. This will make school more pleasant!
Have children through Grade 3 color a picture in a coloring book several times a week. You could also
print a coloring page from a website like these:
• Aish.com – Torah portions (Jewish)
http://www.aish.com/sh/f/Coloring_Pages.html
• Calvary Chapel – from Old and New Testament (Christian)
https://calvarycurriculum.com/childrens-curriculum-original

LESSON PLAN FORMAT

The curriculum includes:
• Lesson plans plus answer keys for the teacher, designed to be printed and placed in a 3-ring
binder.
• Student pages, designed to be printed and placed in their 3-ring binders.

SUPPLIES NEEDED
•
•
•
•

Students will need notebook paper or a spiral notebook for writing their answers.
The supplies will vary from week to week, but we tried to include things you should already
have around your house (like buttons, straws, coins, rubber bands, and crayons).
Some lessons require printing charts from the Internet.
Mom should check the lesson plans for the week early enough to collect the supplies
she’ll need and to print any needed charts.

Manipulatives:
• If you were to purchase anything, we would recommend a clock and an abacus. However,
these are not required, as long as you have a clock in your home you could look at and simple
objects your child can manipulate and count.
• A calendar on the wall. We like keeping the Torah calendar in our home. We write ours on a
blank dry-erase wall calendar.

https://homeschoolingtorah.com/math

•
•

Flashcards for addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division are handy. You could make
these yourself, or you could purchase them inexpensively at a dollar store.
Need more review? We recommend this website for free, printable worksheets:
http://www.sqecanada.org/maths/

Other:
• A dry-erase board hung on the wall comes in very handy for math each day.
• Dry-erase markers and an eraser.
• A 12-inch ruler.
• Each child will need a pencil with an attached eraser, plus crayons for the younger grades.
• Older students (4th-8th grades) have occasional need for an inexpensive compass and
protractor.
If money is tight, be creative with what you have on hand!

Need Help Teaching Arithmetic?

If you are struggling with explaining an arithmetic concept, don’t be nervous. Send us an email if you’re
having trouble understanding or explaining a topic. We’ll make a video and show you how we teach it
at our house. That’s what community is for!

https://homeschoolingtorah.com/math

